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RANGER RICKS PLEDGE 


I give my pledge as a member of 
Ranger Rick s Nature Club 


To use my eyes to see the beauty 
of all outdoors. 


To train my mind to learn the 
importance of nature. 


To use my hands to help protect our 
soil, water, woods and wildlife. 


And, by my good example, to show 
others how to respect, properly use 
and enjoy our natural resources. 


Your Name 
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by Edie Mathison n 
What = -— `A stand 
, for? — Ape, Animals and 
د‎ Alphabet! Ape, that's me, 
b of course. And Animals 
A that look like letters of the 
4 . Alphabet — by twisting, 
wu | / turning or just sitting up 
iffi. ee 1 3 straight. Can you find 
dae, | shapes of the letters “B” 
g aih, Nm through “O” on the next 
UM five pages? April Fool — 
| they're all mixed up. 
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Photos by Joseph J. Brariney: C. W. Perkins; Robert Cushman Hayes (also page 3) 


“L” stands for Look. 

Did you look for letters "P" 
through "Z"? April Fool! 
Wait and see. Look in June 
for more fun with me! 
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Just before we headed back 


it started to rain. Once we got 
under way the rain stopped 
but it got so rough that 1 had 
to hold onto the rail to stand 
up. The spray coming over the 
side of the boat aot me soaked. 
[t was still worth it! Just before 
we got into the harbor, 1 
climbed up to the ship's bridge 
and rode the rest of the way 

in to the pier with the captain. 


Kristen Wood, Age 10 
Chester Depot. VT 





They were real funny, all 
kinds of squeaks and howls. 

An hour after we left the 
pier we saw the first whale, a 
humpback nearly forty feet 
long! 

For the next two hours we 
watched a pair of the giant 
mammals as they fed near the 
boat. Most of the time they 
surfaced between fifty and 
a hundred feet from us. Once 
one came so close that he 
sprayed us when he blew! 





Last spring my family and I 
went whale watching off Cape 
Cod near Provincetown, Mass- 
achusetts. We went on a ninety- 
foot boat named Dolphin III, 
skippered by Captain Al Avellar. 

When everyone was aboard, 
a biologist told us about the 
whales we might see. He 
showed us baleen, the comb- 
like stuff that some whales 
strain their food through. 

He also played some hump- 
back whale sounds on a tape. 


scars from injuries, and some 
are barnacles that grow on 
the animal. 

Just before the whale slid 
out of sight it lifted its areat 
big tail flukes. The captain 
said they were probably ten 
feet across! 

But the neatest thing of all 
happened a few minutes later. 
The crew lowered a rubber raft 
into the water, and the captain 
climbed aboard. I couldn't 


a spout. “Thar she blows!” 
someone shouted. | was shak- 
ing. | was so excited. 

The captain slowed down 
and changed direction a little 
so we could get closer to the 
whale. Then we saw another 
spout, and another, each onea 
little closer. It was terrific! 

A few minutes later, just ahead 
of us, | saw a huge, shiny 
body alide to the surface. What 
a sight! The whale's body was 


Dear Ranger Rick: 

| could hardly believe it: 
| was really going whale 
watching! 

There we were, on a boat 
heading out into the Pacific 
Ocean to look for California 
gray whales. | don't think 
anyone was more excited than 
[. or more anxious to spot the 
very first whale. My eyes were 
straining to see a spout shoot 
into the air. 





Suddenly everyone standing 
on the port side (me too!) saw 


figure out what he was doing. 
The crew let the line out, and 


sort of aray and spotty. I learned 
later that some of the spots are 


Photos by John Dominis/Lite Magazine ©) 1963 Time Inc. (8); Faye H. Wolfson 
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the raft bobbed along beside 
our boat. 

You'll never guess what 
happened next! Right under 
the bow of the raft a whale's 
head appeared! It was a good 
thing the captain had a good 
grip on the raft. | thought the 
whale was going to tip the raft 
over. All of us on the boat 
gasped. But a crew member 
told us not to worry. The 
whale was an old friend who 
had come out to greet humans 
before. The crew had named 
it Nacho. 

When Nacho appeared a 
second time, the captain 
reached out and scratched its 
head. | guess the whale liked 
the feeling of having those 
pesky barnacles scratched. 
The next thing that big whale 
did was to roll over on its side 
and stare up at us with one 
eye. I could have sworn it was 
smiling! After that it swam 
away to join other grays. 

"He'll be back," the captain 
said when he had climbed on 
board. "He'll be back." 

1 ከባ going to go back whale 
watching, too, again and 
again and again. Well. maybe 
not. But if wishes came true 
l'd spend a whole year just 
going up and down the Pacific 
coast. l'd do nothing but watch 
for those great gray whales and 
especially for Nacho! 


Karoline Fischer, Age 12 
Jamaica, NY 





SPOUTS 
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up on the shore. This is called 
stranding. If they are pulled 
back into the water, they often 
return to shore. Scientists are 
still puzzled by this strange 
behavior. If they could study 
more stranded whales, they 
might be able to find out why 
it happens. 

What should you do if you 
find a stranded whale? If it is 
still alive, try to shade it and 
keep it damp and cool with wet 
seaweed, sheets or blankets. 
Keep the blow hole clear and 
be very careful of its eyes. Try 
to keep onlookers from hurting 
the whale and from damaging 
the body if it is already dead. 
Remind them that it is against 
the law for anyone to harm a 
marine mammal. As soon as 
possible you should telephone 
the Scientific Events Alert 
Network at (202) 381-4174, 
in Washington, DC. Be sure to 
take lots of photographs from 
different sides. Photos can give 
scientists valuable clues about 
whales. 

In some ways it is very diffi- 
cult to study whales — they 
are so rare, and the oceans 
are so large. But every whale 
watcher can add another 
piece of information to help 
solve a very big puzzle. 

The End 





SPERM WHALES are easy to 
identify, Their spouts spray for- 
ward. They have rounded dorsal 
(back) fins with bumps behind 
them and broad, thick flukes. The 
heads are huge and squarish. 
(Found in all oceans) 


Watch for Whales 


by Marnie Reed Crowell 

Wouldn't it be exciting to 
see a large whale? Many kinds 
of whales are now very rare, 
and many are not as common 
as they once were. But you 
may see whales at the shore 
if you know how to look. You 
can become a whale watcher! 

On the Pacific Coast the 
California gray whales pass 
by. They swim down the coast 
from Alaskan waters to spend 
the winters in Mexican waters. 
This is where their calves 
are born. 

We do not know just where 
other kinds of whales on the 
Atlantic coast go on their 
journey. Scientists hope people 
will learn to spot whales and 
report everything they see. 

If you do see a whale, you 
can tell what kind it is by the 
way it spouts, or blows. The 
whale is not squirting water; it 
is breathing out, or exhaling, a 
fine mist. Once the whale has 
taken a breath it sinks back 
under the water. 

Here are some other things 
tolook for when you are whale 
watching: Some whales have a 
fin on their backs; others do 
not. Also their heads and 
tails (called flukes) come in 
different shapes. 

Sometimes whales do some- 
thing very strange. They come 
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Drawings by Frank Freiz 





HUMPBACK WHALES have low, 
bushv spouts. The dorsal fins are 
small. and the backs “hump” 
when diving. There are white 
patches and jagged edges on their 
tails. The lona flippers are white 
and heads are flat. (All oceans) 
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FIN WHALES’ spouts go squirt, 
squirt, straight up into the air. 
You may see their very small 
dorsal fins, but you do not often 
see the flukes. The heads of fin 
whales are very pointed. 

(All oceans) 


RIGHT WHALES blow two 
separate spouts that form V's. 
These whales have no dorsal fin, 
and their tails are very wide and 
curved. There are white lumps on 
their huge heads. (All oceans, but 
veru rare). 


Mexico. (It's hard to imagine how such a small 
bird can fly so far without rest or food. But 
they do — and without the help of ducks, 
eagles or even friendly owls.) 


Is it true that if you talk to plants they will 
row better? Nancy Stizza. McAlester. OK 

Im afraid not. No one has been able to prove 
that talking to plants does them any good at 
all. The plants can't even hear you. 

On the other hand, it probably won't hurt 
vour African violets to tell them you love them. 
or even to sing them a little song. Of course, 
your friends may think you ve gone bananas. 


Can you die from a tarantula bite? 
Stacy Cavanaugh. Dover, NH 

The bite of a tarantula you might meet in 
the United States would be no more painful 
than the sting of a bee. As far as scientists 
know, there are no dangerous tarantulas living 
north of Mexico. 

In tropical America, though. there are 
tarantulas with a deadly bite. It’s almost 
impossible to tell the dangerous ones from the 
harmless ones. So never buy a tarantula from 
a pet store: It could be dangerous! 


My teacher said that if you were scuba diving 
and you put your foot in a large clam, it 
would close on your foot and would not let 
go. Is that true? 

There really are giant clams, David, but they 
don't live anywhere near North America. Giant 
clams live in the Indo-Pacific Ocean, from 
Tahiti to East Africa. The largest grow to be 
415 feet (1.4 meters) across. Giant clams cant 
close their shells very quickly. So if you did 
put your foot in one of them, you'd have 
plenty of time to escape. 

Some people say that giant clams are 
man-eaters, but don't let that fool you. Giant 
clams really eat tiny bits of food that they filter 
out of the water around them. No fooling! 

W.O.O. 


David Hampton, Hidden Hills, CA 


Answer to puzzle on page 35: White rhinoceros. 





It's getting close to April Fool's Day. Better 
be careful that your friends don't trick you 
with any of these questions: 


Dear Wise Old Owl: 
Is it true that hummingbirds ride on the 
backs of other birds? Skid Middleton, Sagle, ID 

Never! It is true that young ducks and 
swans ride on the backs of their parents when 
they are swimming. But there is no truth to 
stories that one kind of bird hitchhikes a ride 
on another as it flies. 

Though hummingbirds are the smallest 
birds in the world, they are strong fliers. 
Ruby-throated hummingbirds can fly 500 
miles (800 km) non-stop across the Gulf of 


Drawing by Cyndy Szekeres 
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Drawings by Arabelle Wheatley 


Woody x 
pea-pecker( .& 


Clove-horned elk 








weenie | Kulina 
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by Peter Hamilton Kent 

Look who's living in beanland! 

To make bean animals you will need: an 
assortment of dried beans and peas; spices 
and herbs, such as whole cloves, rosemary. 
peppercorns and dill seed; white glue and 
some good ideas. Decide what beans and 
other pieces you will use to form an animal 
shape. Using a toothpick, put some glue on 





Bug-eyed several pieces. Let the glue dry slightly so 

bean-body that the pieces will stick together. Use 

baboon tweezers to attach eyes, feet, tails and 
antlers. 


Ollie Otter had fun naming our beanies. 
Let us know what funny names you ve 
given your teenie weenie beanies. 


Split pea-apede 









Par e gp) Chicky pea 
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Sammy, Rick and Becky lay on the wet 
sand, gasping and sputtering. 

"Why, Sammy. you look as if you ve lost 
weight," laughed Becky as she caught her 
breath. And indeed Sammy did. There is 
nothing quite so skinny-looking as a 
soaking-wet squirrel. 

“Humph,” grumbled Sammy, and they 
all got up to try to push the boat out 
again. This time they made it. Before long 
they were bobbing along beyond the surf, 
out on the open ocean. 

Rick pulled easily at the oars. The sun 
shone brightly. The sunlight mixed with 
a light breeze and the smell of salt. The 
water slapped lightly on the sides of the 
boat. Strange birds flew past them — 
long-headed gannets with large white 
wings and heads like drooping pencils, 
fat little dovekies flapping their wings 
quickly like huge bees. 

Suddenly a bird dropped out of the sky 
and perched on the bow. "Hi," said the 
bird. “Tm Sally Herring Gull. You can 


just call me Sally." Her voice was as loud 
as a lawnmower. 


The Sea Is Not a Sewer! 
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by Oliver A. Houck 

"You're going boating?" cried Ollie Otter 
to his friends. "Wait for me!” 

He slid down the sand dune and joined 
Ranger Rick, Sammy Squirrel and Becky 
Hare at the edge of the sea. They stood by 
a rowboat and looked out at the ocean. It 
was blue and sparkling under the sun. 
stretching far away. Overhead flew gulls 
and terns, calling in voices strange to the 
animals from Deep Green Wood. 

“I can't see the other side,” said Sammy. 

"Of course not, silly," said Ranger Rick. 
"It's thousands of miles to the other side. 
There are a lot of our friends in the ocean. 
I thought it was time we went to see how 
they're doing. Here. give us a hand!” 

The animals bent down and began to 
push the rowboat into the surf. 

"My feet are sinking in the sand!” cried 
Sammy. 

“Wow, the water's cold!” yelled Becky. 

"Look out for that wave!” yelled Ranger 
Rick. But it was too late. 

Crash! A huge wave curled over them. It 
tumbled the animals and their rowboat 
into the air, then back onto the beach. 
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"How do they eat?” asked Sammy. 

"They land on the water, over a shallow 
reef. Then they dive to the bottom and 
eat shellfish. You might not believe it, 
coming from Deep Green Wood, but the 
ocean is full of life and food, enough for 
all of us... ." 

Ranger Rick leaned forward on his oars, 
and the boat stopped. "Uh-oh," he said, 
"what's that?" 

They were far out to sea now. The 
shoreline was dim and flat in the distance, 
but coming closer was a large, boxy... 
monster! 
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"Do all herring gulls have voices as loud 
as yours?" asked Ollie Otter. 

"Loud? Oh. I guess they do," screeched 
Sally. "The ocean can be a noisy place. and 
I guess we all tend to scream out here." 

"The animals in Deep Green Wood are 
much quieter," murmured Becky Hare, 
half asleep in the bobbing boat under the 
bright sun. 

But Sammy was wide awake. "Oh, wow! 
What are they?" He pointed across the 
water to a line of streaking black shadows. 

The gull looked up. "They're surf 
scoters,” she said. "looking for a place to 
find dinner.” 
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with huge flippers. A turtle! A great, green 
turtle of the sea! "Oh, help me,” it 
moaned. "My eyes, my eyes." 

"Quick." cried Ranger Rick, pulling the 
boat closer to the turtle. "Let's help him! 
Bring him in!” 

Rick and Ollie leaned over the side, 
grabbed the turtle by its shell and gave a 
mighty heave. The rowboat tilted 
dangerously. At last the big body slid over 
the side and thumped to the bottom of 
the boat. 

The sea turtle lay still for a moment. 
Then it moved its flippers again and 
spoke. “Oh, help me, help my eyes!” 

Ranger Rick quickly unscrewed his 
canteen and splashed fresh water over the 
turtle’s face, once, and then again. 

“That feels better,” sighed the turtle. 


"What happened? What was that stuff?” 


asked Sammy Squirrel, looking out at the 
yellow-stained water left by the big metal 
boat. Already it was small in the distance 
as it headed for shore. 

"Death! Death! They've done it again!” a 
familiar voice screamed over the water. It 
was Sally Herring Gull. She was very 
angry as she flew up to the rowboat. 

"Ocean dumping!" she squawked, 
perching on the bow again. "People come 
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It was a huge metal ship. It came 
toward them, then passed them. From its 
surface poured smelly, awful-looking, 
yellow steam. A cloud passed over the sun. 
and they sat shivering for a moment in 
the cold shade. 

"Its death, it’s death!” screamed Sally. 
She flapped her wings excitedly and rose 
into the air from her perch on the bow. As 
the boat passed by they could hear metal 
clanking. Suddenly the back of the boat 
opened like a door. Into the sea spilled the 
most horrible mixture the animals had 
ever seen. The sea boiled like a witch's 
kettle. Great stinking bubbles hissed and 
popped in the air. Clouds of yellow steam 
rose and swung away in the breeze. The 
yellow stain spread slowly across the waves 
and sank into the deep. 

"How awful!” whispered Ollie Otter. No 
one answered. They sat there in the 
rocking boat, watching the yellow stain 
creep toward them. And then fish began 
to rise to the surface belly up. some 
gasping, some dead. More fish — little silver 
bodies and big green ones — appeared. 
Gray ones, blue ones rose to the surface, 
flopping on their sides, wriggling in the 
yellow waste. 

All of a sudden a larger figure rose. It 
burst to the surface, pulling at its head 
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are out of sight here in the ocean," she 
said, "so people don't see what is really 
happening. And some don't even care!” 

Ranger Rick and his friends sat in the 
boat with the turtle and the gull. Finally 
Rick picked up the oars and turned the 
boat toward shore. 

"I think well tell Ranger Tom," said 
Rick, rowing hard. "More people should 
know about this dumping. Then theyll 
find better ways of getting rid of this 
awful stuff.” 

“Someday — no more poisoning of the 
sea,” said Sally in a scratchy, gull whisper. 
"Do you think it will ever be?" 

"Could be," said Rick hopefully."Could be." 

The End 


Rangers: Would you like to help Sally and her ocean 
friends? There are two government officials who can stop 
people from dumping wastes into the ocean: the 
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, 401 M 
Sireet SW, Washington. DC 20460: and the Chief, Army 
Corps of Engineers, Forrestal Building, Washington. DC 
20314. You can write and ask them to stop people from 
dumping poisons in the ocean — now! R.R. 
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out in boats from shore, bringing big 
loads of factory wastes — poisons — and 
they dump them into the ocean!" 

"Factory wastes, out here?" asked Becky 
Hare, her big eyes growing bigger. 

"That's not all,” Sally squawked. “People 
send out big, flat barges and dump their 
garbage and sewage right here" 

She looked down her long, yellow bill. 
"Have you ever tried swimming among old 
diapers and lemon peels?” 

“Yuk!” said Ollie. 

Sally Herring Gull had not finished. 
“And that’s not all!” she boomed. “The 
Army Engineers bring out barges loaded 
with the muck they dig from city harbors. 
So much of it is polluted muck. It's 
enough to make you sick!” Sally’s 
voice sank for a moment in sorrow. 

"But don't they know about the fish in 
the ocean?" asked Sammy. 

"And about turtles?" said Becky, 
stroking the sea turtle’s big green shell. 

Sally shrugged her wings. “The animals 
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crumbled wood and old 
leaves on the bottom. Dont 
let the slugs become too dry. 
Slugs come out mostly at 
night to feed on leaves, stems 
and roots. Some of them are 
carnivores ( CAR-nuh-vores). 
They eat earthworms and 
even other slugs. Each slug 
has a special, long, tooth- 
covered tongue called a radula 
(RAJ-uh-luh). The 10,000 


tiny teeth on the radula scrape 
off pieces of plants and other 
food as the slug crawls along. 
Feed your slug a piece of 
lettuce and watch how its 
radula scrapes off tiny bites. 
Slugs find their food with 
two pairs of feelers. The slugs 
eyes are at the end of the 
longer pair of feelers. The 
shorter pair are used for 
smelling. A slug can smell 
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by Pegay DeWire 


Sliding across the garden 
and grass on a silvery trail of 
slime . . . silently, hungrily . . . 
slippery and wet . . . Its a 
slug! A snail without a shell! 

How did snails lose their 
shells? Slugs are not just 
snails that crawled out of their 
shells. No, the shells have 
disappeared slowly through 
millions of years. 

But even though you can't 
see it, some slugs do have a 
tiny leftover shell. This shell is 
hidden under a tough piece of 
skin on the slugs back called 
the mantle. Air reaches the 
slugs lung through a hole in 
the mantle. 

Because slugs have no out- 
side shell, they can squeeze 
into narrow hiding places 
where a shell would get in the 
way. But without a shell, slugs 
have little protection against 
drying up. So during the dry, 
sunny hours they stay hidden 
under rocks and logs. During 
hot summer spells they may 
not come out for days. They 
just burrow into the ground 
and cover themselves with 
slime. If a slug gets very dry, 
it can drink in water through 
Its skin. 

Sluas are easy to catch and 
keep. Look for them in damp, 
shady places — under stones, 
boards or trash. Put your catch 
in a large glass jar. There 
should be a layer of damp 
soil, a handful of humus or 





Bill MoRae (24) 
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can crawl over broken glass 
without being hurt! 

If a slug is disturbed, it 
shrinks into a small blob and 
huddles motionless for a time. 
This may fool the slugs 
enemies such as birds, toads 
and frogs. Some slugs have 
other tricks to protect them 
from enemies. And some 
can escape by crawling away, 
leaving a piece of tail behind. 

Every slug is part male and 
part female. All slugs can lay 
eggs. In a damp jar slugs will 
lay eags on the undersides 
of sticks, stones and leaves. 
You can see the tiny slugs 
inside their eggs. When a 
slug hatches, its first meal is 
the shell of its own egg. 

Some people dont like 
slugs because they gobble up 
the plants in their gardens. 
They may make holes in 
lettuce and tomatoes or 
destroy seedlings. Most of the 
kinds of slugs that do this 
were accidentally brought 
into this country from Europe. 
Slugs native to North America 
are not nearly as harmful to 
peoples gardens. 

Dusk is the best time to 
look for slugs. At this time 
they come out of their damp 
hiding places to eat. After 
dark look for them with a 
flashlight. A silver ribbon trail 
glistens in the beam of light 
and leads you right to a 
slug — the snail without a 
shell! The End 
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slug on a glass plate or piece 
of glass, you can easily see 
the rippling muscles from the 
underside. As the slug crawls 
forward, it also pours out a 
trail of slime, or mucus 
(MEW-kus). This slippery trail 
smooths the way for the slug 
and also protects it. A slug 
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food from several feet away 
and make a beeline for It. 
Slugs also find their way back 
to their special hiding places 
by smell. 

Slugs and snails are 
gastropods (GAS-tro-pods), 
animals that walk on their 
belly muscles. If you put your 
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they're my favorites. 


RANGERS: What wild 
animal is your favorite? 
Write and tell me what it 
is and why you especially 
like it. Send your letters 
to “Wild Animals,” 
Ranger Rick, 1412 16th 
Street NW, Washington, 
DC 20036. Remember: 
wild animals, not pets 
like cats or horses or 
dogs. R.R. 
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NOTE: You can get close to 
wild animals in a petting zoo, 
but in the wild you should be 
very careful and keep your 
distance. Sometimes wild 
animals seem tame, but you 
can never be sure what they 


might do. 
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by David Warner 

To some people, violets are simple 
things. But have you ever seen one up 
close? When you look at one carefully, 
it is like a little miracle. Violets may be 
small, but they have a lot to show you. 

To get a close look at violets, first you 
have to find some. Look in the early 
spring when they bloom. Look where 
the earth is damp and shady and where 
the air is cool. Look along streams and 
in the woods. Don't expect their shapes 
and colors to shout at you the way 
some flowers do. Violets are shy. Their 
slender stems bend. Their blossoms 
droop close to the earth. Their soft 
colors whisper. 

They're easy to recognize once 
you ve found them. Some may have 
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Birdfoot Violet 
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too damp. Put your face down close to 


Drawings by Davis Melt 


find a clump of violets, get 


shaped like teardrops, arranged in a circle. 
What about color? Not all violets are 


are used to make perfume. 
When you 


tall stems. Other violets have stems that 
run along the ground, or even under- 
ground. These are called rhizomes 
(RI-zomes). Most violets have heart- 
shaped leaves, and the shape of their 
blossoms is always the same: five petals, 
violet. Some are yellow. Others are 
white, and there is one that is small and 
green. But most violets are colored 
somewhere between blue and purple. 
The sweet, white violet was once used 
as an herb and in salads. Other violets 
down on the ground with them, if it isn't 





Common Blue Violet 


called nectar guides. When a visiting 
insect lands, these lines lead it to the 
nectar. Imagine that! A flower with trails 
for an insect to follow! 

Now you follow the nectar guides as 
far as you can into your violet. [hey 
lead to a tiny pocket called a spur. 
[nside it is a sac of sweet nectar. The 
scooped shape of the spur is just right 
for the insect to land on. Close to the 
spur are the stamens (STAY-munz). At 
the tip of each of these long, thin stalks 
is a sac of pollen. The stamens bend 
over into the spur and offer their pollen 
to the insects. 

Now here's a puzzle. Most plants 
have one kind of flower. But violets 
have two! The colorful one attracts 
insects. They are drawn to the bright 
color of its petals and the sweet smell 
of its perfume. The insects come in for a 
landing to take a sip of nectar. When 
they move on to the next blossom, they 
carry pollen from one violet to another. 
As they do this, the insects help fertilize 
the violet seeds. 

If you return later in the summer, you 
may see a different kind of flower. This 
one doesn't need insects. It has no 
nectar guides or nectar. Its blossoms are 
pale green. It grows out of sight at the 
base of the violet plant. Most people 
have never seen this kind, but this is 
where most of the violet seeds are 
made. Inside this pale green blossom 
pollen is exchanged, and the flower 
fertilizes itself. 

This spring when you are wandering 
through the woods, you may come 
across a patch of violets. Look at them 
carefully. Do they still look simple? 

The End 


them and get acquainted. This way you 


can have a good look at the flowers with- 


out having to pick any. 

Can you see each petal? The one 
closest to the ground is the most 
interesting. It hangs flat, like a tongue 
that curls up at the end. You ll see it is 
marked with tiny lines that lead down 
to the blossom's center. These are 


Have you ever gotten down on your 
hands and knees to see the pod 
where a violet's seeds grow? 


If you watch for a 

few days, you may YA 
see the pod split and PS 
the seeds shoot out. 





















walked over to geta | 


A few minutes e he 
burst into the hou 





| thought he was الاسم‎ 
I braved the chill wind to 
have a look for myself. Tom 
put on his football helmet 
in case the bird decided to 
go after him again. 
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closer look. 


“om went off across the 


| marshy meadow near our 
١ house. He wanted to ex- 
plore the thicket beyond. 

A bird was calling from a 
dead tree at the edge of ` 
the meadow. Shee-eep, 
shee-eep, it sang. Tom 
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As we crossed the meadow, 


bright red wing patches edged 
with yellow flew directly at 
Tom. I thought the bird must 
be someones pet — it showed 
no fear. In fact, the red-wing 
seemed ready to fight. 

Tom put out his hand, but 
the red-wing wasnt Interested 
in landing on it. He hoverec 
just above Toms hand, circling 
around and around. Chack, 
chack, chack, he called out 
harshly. He sounded annoyed. 

When Tom turned away and 
walked toward me, the red- 
wing followed him. The bird 
didnt seem so upset anymore. 
He flew low, sometimes land- 
ing on small bushes in the 
marsh. He sang shee-eep, 
shee-eep again. 

"Thats a strange way for a 
bird to behave,” | said to Tom. 
"Its too early in the year for 
him to be protecting a nest. 
| wonder why he's acting so 
strangely.” 

“| think he likes me,” Tom 
said happily. | ጠ going to call 
him Charley.” 

“I'm not so sure hes being 
friendly, Tom," | cautioned him. 
"Let's see if we can find out 
whats going on.” 

After a trip to the library, we 
learned that male red-wingea 
blackbirds, like most birds, 
choose a territory before they 
find mates and raise families. 
Then the males defend that 


Pease turn the page 
























E‏ ل" 


HL T 


|| T hil M 
/ | |l |! | Hy | 
1 a | 


M 











BRIM) 4 | LOT! 
j aji اا‎ 
"d 1. det ju ኩፍ | Ji 11 كارو‎ Ilii i ld الا‎ ፈጨ. sr. TET, 
d sibila 7 "ii 59 
il i Nih | Á — $ 
V . n [ “ Wishes 18 | p 
4 A EAM Har à. T መ. p 
887 ከር... ገሻ ر‎ / 
" bey dp Fe ኤሌ. iii M 81. 
/ نا‎ (1 ሐ عبد‎ Ph f i 
j | و‎ bis vti bien | 


35 Pi -— š, 
Charley’ 5 mate Is hard to see amo ong i he reeds as she feeds thelr /ር | ung | 'ed-win 060 blackbird family. 


They would be ready to leave 
the nest any time now. 

The next afternoon when 
Tom went out to check on the 
nest, he saw two girls walking 
toward it. Charley flew up out 
of the reeds nearby, flapping 
and shrieking furiously. "Look 
out!" shouted one of the girls 
as Charley swooped toward 
her friend's head. "Lets get 
out of here!” 

Tom couldn't help laughing 
as the two girls ran off. That Il 
teach 'em not to mess with 
Charley, he thought. But the 
girls had scared the young 
red-wings away from the nest. 
Now Tom couldnt keep track 
of them anymore. 

We often heard red-wings 
calling in the marsh after that. 
Sometimes we even saw a 
male sitting on a power line 
and thought he looked like 
Charley. But we never knew 
for sure what happened to 
Charley and his family for the 
rest of that summer. 

When the red-wings left the 
marsh in the fall, Tom was 
afraid they wouldn't come 
back the next year. “The 
marsh is a good place for red- 
wings to nest,” | told him. "Wait 
and see what happens." 

You should have seen Toms 
face the first spring day we 
heard konk ker-ee, konk 
ker-ee from the edge of the 
meadow. He grabbed his 
helmet and rushed out to 
welcome back the red-wings. 

The End 


guard while his mate built a 
nest. Konk ker-ee, konk 
ker-ee, Charley sang from a 
cattail. He was warning other 
birds — and Tom — not to get 
too close. 

If Charleys mate hadnt 
moved, Tom probably wouldnt 
have seen her at all. She was 
a plain brown that was very 
hard to see among the cattails 
and the reeds. 

While Charley kept watch, 
she wove a nest of grasses, 
reeds and twigs. lom could 
barely see the nest in the 
reeds from his hiding place. 

Tom knew that Charley 
wasn't about to let anyone get 
too close to that nest. But he 
hoped that Charley was 
getting used to having him 
around, so he could watch the 
baby red-wings hatch. 

| gave Tom my binoculars to 
watch Charleys mate 
incubate (IN-kyoo-bate), or 
sit on the eggs to keep them 
warm. About ten days later 
three, tiny birds hatched from 
spotted, pale blue-green eggs. 

At first the chicks could 
barely lift their heads to eat. 
But soon they were gobbling 
insects as fast as Charley and 
his mate could bring them. 

The young red-wings 
certainly wouldn't have won a 
beauty contest. They looked 
funnier than ever as they 
started to sprout feathers. 
After less than two weeks in 
the nest, a couple of them 
started to flap their wings. 


territory against other birds or 
anyone else who comes too 
close. Although the red-wings 
usually don't strike people, 
they will try to scare them 
away. So that's what Charley 
was up to. 

Tom wanted to make 
friends with Charley. But now 
he knew why Charley had 
gone after him. How could he 
get Charley to realize that he 
meant no harm? 

When Tom went back to the 
marsh, he wore his football 
helmet, just in case. He kept a 
safe distance from Charley. 
But as the spring days got 
longer and warmer, he was 
able to get closer. 

Finally Tom was able to see 
that Charley was standing 


Will any of Charley's young 
return to the marsh next year? 




















Nature's great in Texas State — 
600 go-getters in just one 
club! Meet the King Oak 


Nature Club. . . . "T PER 
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Can you believe it^? 

A nature club with over 
600 members and 97 adult 
helpers! The club is in Oak 
Creek Village, near Houston. 

Texans like to do things big. 
So the club from Oak Creek 
Elementary School gave itself a 
big name — the King Oak Nature Club. 

Each grade in the school has its own 
chapter with its own activities and its own 
name. Can you guess who the "Little 
Critters" are? The kindergarteners, of 
course — all 85 of them! 

Not long ago, the King Oak members 
went to work on some very big projects. 
Parents, teachers and the principal all 
helped. Together they finished à nature 
trail in woods near the school. They called 
it the King Oak Nature Trail. Along the 
trail they also made two outdoor 
classrooms. Imagine classrooms without = 
desks, just log stumps lor seats: 
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One class put on a play in one ot the 
woodsy classrooms. All the classes use the 
25 learning stations on the trail lor nature 
study. The trail is a wonderful place to 
learn about trees. Besides the ones which 
grow there naturally. over 40 kinds of 
trees were planted by club members. And 
the club members at Oak Creek 
Elementary School gladly share their 
nature trail and outdoor classrooms with 
a middle school nearby. 

Later on the King Oak Club worked on 
another big project: They started a nature 
librarv in their school with many nature 
books. magazines and exhibits. Thev 
named the library to honor Dan A. 
Hoover. who loved children and nature. 
During his lifetime Dan Hoover wrote a 
number of stories for Ranger Rick s 
Nature Magazine. 

Dan Hoover lived in Illinois all his lite. 
When the governor of Illinois heard about 
the Dan A. Hoover Nature Library in 
Texas. he wrote a letter to Oak Creek 
Elementary School. In it he congratulated 
the children and teachers for their line 
work in helping and learning about 
nature. 

Today hundreds of King Oak Nature 
Club members can read one of Dan's 
poems on a marker as they leave the 
nature trail: 

There are so manu things to learn 

Nobody needs to roam, 

For natures wonders fill the earth 

Beginning at our feet at home. 


Observe the animals and birds. 

Their play. and listen to their song. 
And you will never be alone 

A single minute all life long. The End 
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Drawings by Marylin Halner 
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the Ferry Street Bridge." And sometimes 
cars are backed up here, there and every- 
where. Then the only people who get to 
places on time are the bikers on the bike 


paths. Bikers don't get backed up in traffic. 


Who ever heard of a bicycle jam? 

On the bike paths in Eugene, Oregon, 
there are a lot of bicyclers. Right now | can 
see Dr. Peacock on his way to the hospital. 
And | can see the mayor pedaling to City 
Hall. Mrs. Wood is riding to the store with 
Baby David safe in his special seat that fits 
on the bicycle. And kids are biking to school. 

I decided to ask my old friend, Nancie 
Fadeley, why Oregon has so many bike 
paths. She's a State Representative in the 











Hi, it's me, Happy Bee, high above 
Eugene, Oregon. 

Have | been busy! Two times a day I've 
been helping my friend, Major Mary, with 
traffic watch. She is a helicopter pilot who 
reports about traffic on the radio. 

When people are driving to work in the 
morning or to their homes at dinner time, 


they listen to Major Mary on their car radios. 


Major Mary tells people which roads to take 
so they will not be caught in traffic jams. 
Sometimes she says, "Cars are backed 
up near the Ferry Street Bridge. Better try 
the Washington Street Bridge." And some- 
times she says, "Cars are backed up near 
the Washington Street Bridge. Better try 
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his arm in a cast and his face a rainbow of 
colors. They knew then that bicycle riders 
need safe places to ride. The legislators 
learned that most bicycle accidents happen 
to boys and girls who are riding to or from 
school. So they voted for the Bicycle Bill." 

Representative Nancie Fadeley added, 
"But you know, Happy Bee, it isn't just 
children who use our bicycle paths. Grown- 
ups use them too. Every time gas prices 
go up, more grown-ups leave their cars at 
home and ride their bikes to work." 

| really like the Bicycle Bill. It gives kids 
safe places to ride bikes. Bikes don't pollute 
the air or use up oil and gas as cars do. 
They use "people power” instead, which 
helps people keep healthy. And we don't 
have to cut down trees or destroy the homes 
of wildlife to build highways or big parking 
lots for bikes. Also, bicycle riding is fun. 

| asked Nancie whether Oregon is the 
only place with a Bicycle Bill. She said that 
some legislators in other states like the 
Oregon bike paths so much that they voted 
for bicycle bills in their own states. 

So | ጠ going to say good-bye to Major 
Mary and fly off to look for bicycle paths in 
other states. 

Does your state have a bicycle bill? Why 
not write to your State Senators and 
Representatives and find out?” 


“You can get their names and addresses from 
your local library or newspaper. 






Oregon Legislature. | | let her tell you just 
what she told me: 

"We are building bike paths in Oregon 
because the legislature passed a special 
law called ‘The Bicycle Bill. 

“The Bicycle Bill says that when we build 
roads for cars, we should also build paths for 
bicycles. 

“In Oregon we use only one percent of our 
road building money for building bicycle 
paths, but paths don't cost as much as 
roads. So with that small amount of money 
we can build a lot of bike paths.” 

| asked Nancie how Oregon got such a 
wonderful law. This is what she told me: 

“Kids helped pass the Bicycle Bill. Some 
grown-ups said that the bill was a bad idea 
and a waste of money. So some kids rode 
bicycles to the State Capitol to ask legis- 
lators to vote for the Bicycle Bill. 

“Then my son, Chuck, really proved that 
bicycle paths are needed. 

"One day when legislators were trying to 
decide whether they should vote yes or no 
on the Bicycle Bill, Chuck had a bicycle 
accident. As he was going down a hill on the 
way to school, he suddenly saw a large 
truck. He slammed on his brakes and 
crashed when he skidded on some loose 
gravel. He is all right now, but that crash 
gave him some aches and pains. His arm 
was broken and his face turned black and 
blue — and purple and red and yellow. 
"The Oregon legislators saw Chuck with 
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THE WOLF by Dr. Michael Fox. True-to-life draw- 
ings illustrate this exciting tale of a family of wolves 
and their struggle to survive in the wilds of the Alas- 
kan Brooks Range. It's a wonderful adventure story 
about an often misunderstood animal. 95 pages, 642” 
x 814", ages 8-14. 

63863-2GD Non-members ..........................$85.95 

63863GD MEMBERS’ PRICE ...........$4.75 

















SQUIRRELS by Brian Wildsmith. A noted children’s 
book artist takes a delightful look at these fascinating 
little animals. Full-color illustrations show squirrels 
hiding nuts for winter, leaping from tree to tree, 
frolicking high in the treetops, raising their young 
and much more. 32 pages, 834” x 1144”, all ages. 

68626-2GD Non-members .........................95.95 
68626GD MEMBERS’ PRICE ___......$4.75 



















THE POP-UP ANIMAL FAIR. Delightful and fan- 
ciful three-dimensional pop-up pictures will entertain 
children as they read about “Two Kangaroos Making 
Stews” and “Three Wise Owls Sewing Towels” in this 
fun-filled counting book. 734" x 1034”, all ages. 

64166-2GD Non-members ............. ..------------- $4.95 
64166GD MEMBERS’ PRICE .............. ! 









DINOSAURS—A POP-UP BOOK. The mysterious 
and fascinating world of prehistoric beasts is pictured 
in striking and unusual three-dimensional pop-up pic- 
tures that will entertain children as they learn about 
the creatures that lived on earth ages ago. 734" x 


1034 ". all ages. 
641 57- 2GD Non-members ............... $4.95 
64157GD 


MEMBERS’ PRICE . » _....$3.95 
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DISCOVER THE TREES ይነ Jerry Cowle. Do you 
know what tree can help your toothache? Or which 
one has knees? Entertaining text and charming illus- 
trations give you the answers to these and many 
other questions about the fascinating world of trees. 
96 pages, 653 " x 812", ages 8-12. 

63907-2GD Non-members ..........................85.95 

63907GD MEMBERS’ PRICE ............-- $4.75 


DRAW 50 DINOSAURS AND OTHER PREHIS- 
TORIC ANIMALS by Lee J. Ames. Easy step-by-step 
instructions show how to draw the fierce Tyranno- 
saurus, huge Brachiosaurus and 48 more dinosaurs 
that wandered the earth in ages long past in this 
wonderful book of playtime fun. 62 pages, 9" x 
1242”, all ages. 

67207-2GD Non-members ..........................$5.95 

67207GD MEMBERS’ PRICE .............. $4.75 


DRAW 50 ANIMALS by Lee J. Ames. Step-by-step 
instructions show you how to draw ferocious lions, 
huge elephants, beautiful birds and many other ani- 
mals. It’s the perfect introduction to a fascinating 
pastime! 62 pages, 9" x 1252", all ages. 
64219-2GD Non-members .............=...........55.95 
64219GD MEMBERS’ PRICE ..............$4.75 


GIANT ANIMALS by Howard E. Smith. Imagine 8 
worm twenty-two feet long. Or a clam as big as a 
suitcase. They really do exist, and this lively, illus- 
trated book tells all about them, and many other huge 
creatures that inhabit the world. 59 pages, 955" x 
734", ages 6-10. 

67252-2GD Non-members .......................... $4.95 

67252GD MEMBERS’ PRICE ........ 
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stars of the barnyard in 
most of the world, but every- 


where they find someone 
to love them. 

Years ago goats were 
raised in the backyards of 
city dwellers. The animals 
were happy and healthy as 








But like all animals, goats 
have their very own talents. 
They can climb just about 
anything. They do well eating 
weeds and twigs that would 
make cattle and sheep sick. 
And they need very little 
space. Goats may not be the 
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Goats always seem to be 
second best to other farm 
animals. They give milk, but 
not as much as cows do. 
They provide wool, but not 
as much as sheep do. They 
pull carts and carry loads, 
but not as well as horses do. 
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In the mountains of eiie er puer p ን እመ ; VET "AN incisa au d 
Greece and Syria goats are SUELE i "Mg ፣ ለጅ. i ጨ. W 
really popular. Theyre very 
surefooted, so they can be 
raised in the mountains 
and driven down the steep 
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Meet three farm goats: a Swiss billy (p. 41), an African pygmy 
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nanny with her kids, and two Nubians with floppy ears. 





short pointed ears. And 
there are others, such as 
the Nubian, that have long, 
drooping ears. There are 
Angora and Cashmere goats 
with thick, woolly coats. 
And there are those with 
short, flat coats. There are 
large goats and dwarf goats. 
Goats with tiny horns, with 
long horns, with straight, 
curved and ringed horns. 
And there are little Dutch 
goats with no horns at all. 
And these are only the farm. 
or domestic, goats — not the 
wild ones! 

The farm goats of today 
came from the handsome, 
longhorned wild goats of 
Asia Minor and the Greek 
Islands. People first tamed 
some of them over 8000 
years ago. They raised them 
for their milk, meat, hair 
and fine leather. Please turn the page 
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slopes into town. Like an 
old-time milk wagon. the 
goats stop at doorstep after 
doorstep. The herder milks 
them into bottles that 
families set outside their 
houses the night before. 

Goats are quick on their 
feet and playful. They're also 
curious and like to explore. 
This is why some ranchers 
keep goats as shepherds. 
Sheep don't seem to have 
enough sense to keep 
moving to new pastures. So 
the frisky goats are used to 
lead them along. 

Sometimes it seems that 
one kind of goat has 
nothing in common with 
another. There are some 
goats with a beard down to 
their knees and others with 
hardly any beard at all. There 
are goats, such as the Swiss 
dairy breeds, that have 





On the island of Crete, 
the Cretan wild goat, or 
agrimi (uh-GREE-me),is 


very special. Long ago it 
was pictured on vases and 
jewelry. Today there are few 
Cretan wild goats left. 
People have shot many of 
them. They also have taken 
much of the wild goats' land 
B or for raising farm goats. 
UA A Luckily the Greek govern- 


i if ju j/ (fs ment has named the agrimi 


| 3 ብ YA the national animal. The 
8 ሐ ዘብ) i: if mountains where it lives 
' NL are now a national park. So 
ዘ ዘ these ancestors of our tame 
| goats may now be saved. 
I ዘ THE 
| [II INI Another wild goat, the 
| HUI | ibex (EYE-bex). lives in 
QUA small herds in Europe. 
N 17 ዘዘ li Africa and Asia, including 
II T the Mideast. This animal is 
huskier than the agrimi. 
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Here they may cross-breed 
with farm goats. 

Like male ibexes, male 
markhors hold butting 
fights in summertime. 
Rising up on hind legs, they 
butt their heavy, twisted 
horns together. Sometimes 
they lock horns and wrestle 
sideways. The fights show 
which male is the strongest; 
the winner mates with the 
females. 


Please turn the page 
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wonderful mountain 
climbers. Now the number 
of ibexes in Europe is 
growing larger. 





A wild goat of the high 
Himalayan Mountains of 
Asia is the markhor 
(MAR-core). Many people 
call it the "king of wild 
goats." In very cold weather, 
herds of markhors move 
down to the warmer valleys. 


MEM 


always quietly watching. 

Years ago Europeans 
thought of the ibex as a 
walking drugstore. They 
believed that parts of the 
ibex could cure cancer, 
calluses and tuberculosis. 
These foolish superstitions 
led people to kill off the 
European ibexes until only 
a few dozen were left. 
Luckily other people worked 
hard to protect these 
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ice-covered ledge 30 feet 

(9 m) away. It even does 
complete turn-abouts on 
ledges not much wider than 
its hooves. 

Bears, cougars and bob- 
cats would like to make a 
meal of a mountain goat 
but rarely can get close 
enough. The goat's eyesight 
is so keen, it is able to spot 
trouble coming from far 
away. A goat that is 
eating could be surprised 
by a hungry enemy. But the 
goat can usually escape by 
leaping to places where no 
enemy would dare to follow. 

Male mountain goats are 
bigger than the females and 
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and they are very rare. 
Luckily the Himalayan tahrs 
are very hard for people 

to find. 





The only wild goat in 
North America, the moun- 
tain goat, isn't really a goat 
at all. It's more like a cross 
between a goat and an 
antelope — a goat-antelope. 

Weighing up to 300 
pounds (135 kg). the moun- 
tain goat has thick, white 
fur that protects it [rom 
blizzards. Its acrobatic 
skill could almost make you 
believe it had wings! It 
doesn't think twice about 
jumping off a cliff to a tiny 


The tahr (tar) looks a 
lot like a link between goats 
and sheep. (Theres a young 
tahr on the front cover.) And 
that's exactly what it is. 

[ts scientific name means 
"half-goat." 

Most tahrs live in moun- 
tain forests and on steep 
hillsides in the Himalayas 
and in southern India. This 
half-goat has no beard, but 
it has a long. silky. cream 
and brown coat. Its flesh 
was once thought to be a 
cure for fever and rheuma- 
tism. Once again supersti- 
tion led people to kill far 
too many. Today people still 
shoot tahrs in some areas, 
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have larger horns. But, as 
with most kinds of goat, the 
females are the leaders of 
the herd. 
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A close cousin of the 
mountain goat is the myst- 
erious serow (suh-ROW). 
It too is a goat-antelope. 
but you'd have to go as 
far as southeastern Asia 
to see one in the wild. 
There it lives on rocky 
ridges and hides in caves. 
Serows are slower and not 
as graceful as true goats. 
But they are usually sure- 
footed enough to escape 
their enemies — leopards, 
tigers, wild dogs and wolves. 
When frightened they call 
with a whistlelike snort. If 
cornered they can defend 


themselves with their 


daggerlike horns. 

Many years ago people 
who saw wild serows drew 
pictures of them from the 
side so that only one horn 
showed. That's how the 
serow earned the name 
"unicorn goat." 


There are other kinds ot 
wild goats and goatlike 
animals living here and 
there in the world. All are 
amazing in their own ways. 
So it may be true that 
goats are not the stars of 
the barnyard. But they 
sure are the stars of the 
mountains! The End 
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